“I want to thank Women Without Walls for
teaching me how to have a voice with my
children through the Mothers School. If not for
WOWWI I wouldn’t have had the confidence to
talk to my son because I was afraid of him but
WOWWI taught me not to be afraid of my son
and to use my power as a mother. I am grateful
that wowwi remembered grassroots women like
us.” – Naomi Yaro

WOWWI PROGRAM
REPORT

THE BIRTH
Women without Walls Initiative (WOWWI) is a non-governmental, non-sectarian, allinclusive coalition, comprised of progressive Nigerian and international women from every
facet of life formed to fight for and advance the cause of women-folk, youth and children,
irrespective of ethnic, religious or political affiliation.
WOWWI began as a child of necessity in Jos, Plateau state and in particular which had been
embroiled in ethno religious conflict over the past two decades with thousands of lives and
property lost in the process. Wowwi formed an interfaith women’s group and undertook
matches, advocacies, mediation, negotiation and conflict resolution and peace building to
address the issues over the years. We became Women Without Walls,

THE VISION
To develop a non-violent, creative and inclusive approach for conflict resolution and
transformation in Nigeria, through women who are natural agents for social and national
change.

OUR OBJECTIVES
•

Form a coalition and coordination of other women groups, both nationally and
internationally to achieve the vision.

•

Partner with all women in their different spheres of influence and creating awareness
of women's role in peace building.

•

Support and participate in intensive/comprehensive research on situations where
women have used Unique methodologies and approaches to contribute to peace
building.

•

Train our members in gender awareness, peace building and conflict resolutions.

•

Expand training programs specifically to empower women politically and
economically. This women-only training should eventually lead to mixed gender
trainings that galvanize them into working together.

•

Partner with government, individuals, corporate bodies, local and international
organizations to attract funding for projects.

OUR PASSION
•

To see the end of all forms of war.

•

To see perpetrators of war and violence brought to justice.

•

To ensure and enforce the protection of vulnerable citizens especially women, youths
and children.

•

To push for Legislation that would protect and benefit women, youths and children.

•

To create a platform where women can be heard, irrespective of race, tribe or religion.

•

To see all women come together, irrespective of race, tribe and religion to pursue a
common goal.

•

To see the right women in political and economic offices effecting positive change.

OUR WORK

WOWWI MARCH
On the 11th March 2010, Wowwi undertook a match to protest the killings over 530 women
and children killed in Dogon na Hauwa on the 7th March 2010.Thousands of Christian women
marched the streets of Jos to protest to the government against these killings.
The Muslim women also had their own protest march a week after, protesting the killings of
Muslims.
The two groups merged and had a match on to protest the kidnapping of the Chibok girls on
the .

ADVOCACIES

The first assignment WOWWI embarked upon was several advocacy visits to all the major
stakeholders on the Plateau starting with Youths in volatile communities popularly known as
‘flash points’ or ‘no go areas’ in both Christian and Moslem communities; opening dialogues
and engaging them to shun all forms of violence and seek peace.
Then Christian and Moslem Religious leaders (CAN Chairman & Chief Imam) were then
tasked with the responsibility of ensuring their leaders and followers refrain from provocative
preaching and also to use their offices to appeal to all to eschew violence and embrace peace.
Security agencies were not left behind in the quest for peace and the involvement of women in
Peace processes. These included the Police Commissioner, STF Commanders, GOC Rukuba
Barracks and Director SSS.
Traditional Leaders were not left out in the advocacies by Wowwi as they have a vital role to
play in peacebuilding and sustenance in the various communities.
The Private Sector also was engaged as Wowwi visited Grand Cereals Manufacturing
Company and Fatigen Engineering Company with a view of appealing to their social corporate
responsibility in some of the crisis communities.

WOWWI REPORT OF ADVOCACY VISITS (FEBRUARY 2018)
In February 2018 WOWWI undertook several advocacy visits to some Government
agencies, Civil Society Organizations, Security Agencies, Religious Institutions and
Community heads to seek collaborations and share ideas on the good practices in the peace
reconstruction process and also to strengthen the synergy between WOWWI and other
agencies.
The visit was characterized by a tremendous expression of willingness for partnership and
collaboration between WOWWI and the agencies and Institutions visited.

Dr Mrs Ruth Guyit giving a breakdown of WOWWI projects during courtesy visit to the
Jos Central Mosque.

Dr Mrs Ruth Guyit presenting WOWWI brochure to Chief Imam, Central Mosque.

WOWWI on advocacy visit to Miango Traditional Ruler, Rt.Rev. Ronku Aka.

Hajiya Mairo Sani Presenting a WOWWI brochure to the Traditional Ruler of Miango
Community.

WOWWI at Afizere community Traditional Ruler’s Palace.

Hajiya Mairo Sani Presenting a WOWWI brochure to the traditional Ruler Afizere
Community

Da Jacob Gyang Buba, Gbong Gwom Jos, addressing WOWWI during courtesy visit to his
palace.

Council of Elders during a Courtesy visit to Gbongwom Palace.

WOWWI on Advocacy visit to the Uje of Anaguta palace.

Dr Mrs Ruth Guyit Introducing WOWWI to the Uje of Anaguta Community.

ADVOCACY VISIT TO CWEENS

WOWWI on Advocacy visit to CWEENS.

Mrs Lola Raji Presenting a WOWWI brochure to Mrs Niri Guyit during a courtesy
visit to CWEENS.

ADVOCACY VISIT TO ISLAMIC COUNSELING INITIATIVE IN NIGERIA

Hajiya Fatima Addressing WOWWI during an Advocacy visit to ICIN.

WOWWI staff presenting a brochure to Hajiya Fatima during an advocacy
visit to ICIN.

ADVOCACY VISIT TO CEPAN

WOWWI during Advocacy visit to CEPAN

CEPAN Staff attending to WOWWI during a courtesy visit.

WOWWI on Advocacy visit to Women for Women International.

Dr Mrs Ruth Guyit Presenting a WOWWI brochure to women for women International.

ADVOCACY VISIT TO OPERATION SAFE HAVEN JOS.

WOWWI, on courtesy visit to OPSH.

Dr Mrs Ruth Guyit exchanging a handshake with the commandant, Operation Safe
Haven, AM Atolabe.

ADVOCACY VISIT TO PLATEAU STATE PEACE BUILDING AGENCY

WOWWI AT Plateau State Peace Building Agency.

WOWWI Staff on a Courtesy visit to PPBA.

ADVOCACY VISIT TO INSTITUTE FOR GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL
RESEARCH.

Advocacy visit to Institute for Governance and Social Research.

IGSR Staff attending to WOWWI during a Courtesy visit.

ADVOCACY VISIT TO JUSTICE, PEACE AND RECONCILIATION MOVEMENT

WOWWI on Advocacy visit to JPRM.

Ngo Tabitha Ali giving a vote of Thanks on behalf of WOWWI

INTERNATIONAL ADVOVACY
WOWWI has gained both national and international exposure. Wowwi carried its international
advocacy to the UN Geneva, UN New York, Vienna in Austria, USIP and Inclusive Security ,
USA and Halifax in Canada. Wowwi presented papers or talked about its work through the
executive Director, Pastor Esther Ibanga.
Inclusive Security-https://www.inclusivesecurity.org
UN(Geneva)webtv.un.org/watch/the-role-of-women-in-countering-terrorism-pressconference
UN New York- nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld.
ADDIS Ababa- au.int/en/contact
South Africa- www.engagingtheother.co.za
Tunisia (Willie)-www.fidh.org
Kenya (Willie)-www.un.org/counterrorism
Austrai, Vienna-www.women-without-borders.org
Senegal- www.globalcenter.org/events/regional-cve-thematic-training
Ghana-www.cartercenter.org/ghanaforum

DEVELOPMENTAL PROJECT
As a follow-up to the advocacy visits made to volatile communities, WOWWI discovered
communities that have grievances with Government over perceived neglect and
marginalization. WOWWI then embarked on some developmental projects to address some
key drivers of violence such as unequal access to basic necessities and infrastructure.
Consequently a Peace borehole was installed at Angwan Rukuba; a Christian community; and
a dilapidated school was renovated at Gangare, a Muslim community.
Artificial limbs were distributed to victims of bomb blasts that occurred in December
Christmas Eve 26th Dec 2010 at Kabong a Christian community where 32 people were killed

and 40 injured and 13 wheelchairs were also donated to the physically challenged by Wowwi
in Bukuru, a Muslim community.

NEW LIFE WOMEN PROJECT
Realizing the hazards of alcohol and drug abuse to the social, physical and mental health of
youths and society at large, and its contribution to the ethno-religious violence in Jos, Women
Without Walls Initiative a job replacement program for local involved in the production of
substance abuse A sensitization workshop on the dangers of alcohol was held after which, 64
women signed up in Kabong community to stop the production of “Burkutu” and “Goskolo”
to embrace another source of livelihood. They were then trained on Business and Book keeping
skills.
GRAND Cereals Company sponsored 10 women in the area of poultry farming after which
they were given 200 (51 day old) chicks and 12 bags of chicken feeds, feeders and drinkers to
start poultry business. In the same vein, women who had enrolled for skills acquisition in the
area of Catering, Tailoring and Hairdressing were trained by Apurimac in collaboration with
WOWWI and given Sewing machines and salon equipment to kick start their own businesses
by WOWWI.
An award of small grants was given to 13 women to engage in petty trading such as the sale of
vegetables, grains, charcoal, kerosene etc. A Bee making workshop was also organized by
Women Without Walls Initiative and a few women enrolled.
DRUG AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS
Drug awareness campaign was also organized to mark the children’s day celebration with the
theme ‘SAY NO TO DRUGS’. The awareness campaign was to mark the 2017 children’s day
celebration. There was a work from Congo Russia Junction to Anguwar Rukubu junction and
a special talk from the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency and the National Orientation
Agency.

PECAE AND RECONCILIATION DIALOGUE IN COLLABORATION WITH
HUMANITARIAN DIALOGUE

Humanitarian dialogue (HD) invited the WOWWI Executive Director on the 17th October 2013
alongside other religious leaders to have them participate at the intercommunal dialogues to
foster reconciliation among warring tribes and communities on the Plateau.
HD also set out to carry out this process in eight communities of four local Government areas
that were major flash point communities during the crisis and finally came out with a Plateau
Peace Declaration at the end of the almost one year project.

EMPOWERMENT OF VIGILANTE GROUPS
WOWWI has also helped to empower vigilante groups in two communities; Angwan Rukuba
and Katong Rikkos Communities by facilitating basic working tools such as uniforms, torch
lights, whistles and buying their uniforms to enable them fuction more effectively.

THE MOTHERS SCHOOL
The Mothers School Model is a pioneering family-centered security platform that strengthens
existing counter violent extremism approaches by engaging mothers as an embedded security
ally. The Mothers School curriculum facilitates critical dialogue and targeted training to
strengthen women's confidence and competence to recognize and react to early warning signs
of radicalization in their children. The curriculum includes ten modules taught by trained local
trainers who conduct home-based meetings with groups of mothers in communities at-risk.
Women without Walls in collaboration with Women Without Borders Vienna conducted a
pioneer project of the first ever mothers, school in West Africa. The mother’s School is about
training local women to be the first line of security for their homes and community. The
Mothers School was launched in Jos; 2014 as the first of its kind in Plateau state, Nigeria by
Women without Walls Initiative and has since then trained 275 women within a span of two
years in Gangare, Angwan Rukuba, Bauchi Road and Gada Biu/Kabong.
The Mothers School curriculum facilitates critical dialogue and targeted training to strengthen
women's confidence and competence to recognize and react to early warning signs of
radicalization in their children. The curriculum includes ten modules taught by trained local
trainers who conduct home-based meetings with groups of mothers in communities at-risk.

The curriculum emphasizes the distinctive role women can play in the security sphere by
facilitating constructive communication and thoughtful authorities in their families. It promotes
open dialogue, listening, and empathy with one's children, which not only allows mothers to
have a deeper understanding of a child's emotional and psychological state, but also lessens the
need for children to seek out external methods of coping with the turmoil of adolescence. The
idea of empowering mothers as security ‘allies’ in the home was for many, an entirely new
angle in counter radicalization efforts, but one that they welcomed with open arms.

TESTIMONIES
Maijiddah Garba
One of my trainee women reported that an extremist scholar from an Islamic school in her area
recruited her two daughters through his teachings and took them to Maiduguri to be part of the
extremist movement. The parents of the girls searched for the girls and discovered that they
were taken to Maiduguri. The younger of the two girls called the father with the help of the
security man where they were kept hostage,the father alerted the security and the girls were
found in Maiduguri and brought back to Jos. She thanks wowwi for training her to be close to
her girls and warn them, which was why the younger one was able to call her parents from
Maiduguri.

Naomi Yaro:
My son was into drug abuse and there was a raid in the community by the police and he was
arrested together with other youths. We were asked to bring the particulars /documents of our
house before he will be released on bail. After giving it some deep thought, my husband and I
decided not to give the documents to the police. When he was finally released he came back
home sober and we asked him if we had given the house particulars, which house would he
have come back to. He became very sober and never went back into substance abuse. Mothers
School is a good initiative as each module is educative. Thank God for WOWWI bringing this
to us.

THE SUCCESSES

Due to the successes recorded by the Mother School Project , WOWWI was invited by United
State Institute of Peace to Kaduna State to train Women under the umbrella of its WPEV train
the trainer’s project. 18 women were subsequently trained in Kaduna.
PROJECT COMMON BOND
In collaboration with Tuesday’s Children New York, teenage girls who are victims of violent
conflicts attend an annual trauma healing and reconciliation program in the United States
tagged “Project Common Bond”. Under the plat form of wowwi, a number of the victims from
Nigeria have had the rare privilege of attending the “Project Common Bond” sessions in New
York. Eight girls so far (4 Muslims and 4 Christians) ha the privilege to attend the training.
MERCY CHUWANG is a twenty year old survivor of the Dogon Nahawa genocide in Plateau
State. This strong and courageous girl was attacked by Fulani herdsmen along with her family.
She lost her mother, brother and sister and was badly macheted. As a result, she is unable to
use her right hand effectively from wounds she incurred while trying to protect herself with her
hands. She had to drop out of school since she can no more hold a pen. She has had several
surgeries and was a sad and withdrawn girl until she attended the Project common Bond.
Mercy says “PCB 2012 USA gave me the opportunity to interact and share with young people
like me who have lost loved ones through extreme violence, I also participated in trauma
healing sessions. I was very sad and withdrawn but now I can talk and even laugh with others
again”. I want to thank WOWWI for being God’s angels to me”. Mercy received funding aid
through Wowwi to obtain computer education as she has always desired to have a formal
education.
Wowwi also found HABIBA ABUBAKAR, a young lady who had lost her father in extreme
violence. She like her friend and sister Mercy became the first Nigerian participants at PCB
USA 2012 under the umbrella of WOWWI.
This enthusiastic eighteen year old lives in Nassarawa Gwong Jos, she is the last and only girl
of ten children, her father had always been her hero she said. On this fateful day he went to his
business place at the Bukuru market and never came back. He was killed in cold blood during
the 2010 Jos/Bukuru religious crisis. This was devastating for young Habiba. WOWWI once
again availed Habiba the opportunity to travel to USA for PCB 2012, this was a major
turnaround in the young life.

Habiba: “I feel like a new person” as a result of the program .Habiba budded before our very
eyes. She is very active in WOWWI peace building activities and is now in a higher institution
in Nigeria pursuing a degree in Mass communication.
DEBORAH WAKAI, being the youngest participant we have taken to USA for PCB, is from
Chibok, Borno state. She lost her father and only brother in a horrible cruel way, murdered by
the Boko haram terrorists. They were murdered right in her presence and her father’s corpse
was tied on her back for three days. This traumatic event did great harm to her at the tender age
of 14. She became quite withdrawn and demo phobic. She also was given an opportunity by
WOWWI to participate in PCB 2013 in the USA, she benefitted tremendously from the trauma
healing and many other peace building activities at the program, she eventually got a
scholarship from a school in the USA and is presently in the US schooling.
SALMAH KHALID is a very warm and shy girl of 21 years, she lives in Bukuru, Jos. Like
her counterparts,Salmah lost her father in one of the ethno-religious crisis in Jos. She also
suffered severe burnson her body as her house was set ablaze with her in it and barely escaped
with her life. She along with Deborah Peter Wakai were WOWWI’s participants at PCB 2013
in USA. In her usual few words,she expresses gratitude to the organization and says how she
is more confident now and doesn’t feel hate anymore towards the people who scarred her for
life by setting her ablaze in her home.
HAPPY AYUBA hails from Riyom LGA and lives in Jos. Another benefactor of WOWWI’s
benevolence. She participated in PCB 2014 USA. Happy lost her father and mother in the
Fulani herdsmen attack in Riyom August 2013, her parents were killed at their farm while at
work. Being orphaned at a young age made her pessimistic about life. The trauma healing
symposium however did her a lot of good, she says:
“I wanted to die along with my parents, life meant nothing to me again but after this trip for
PCB in the USA and my involvement with WOWWI I feel I can live and make something out
of my life again”.

MADINA BASHIR, another victim of violent extremism lost her father in another religious
crisis in Jos. She, like the others,had to go through the traumatic experience of losing a parent.
She had a hard time letting go of her pain, but as WOWWI gave her the opportunity to
participate in PCB 2014, she met with many others like her, they shared their pains, socialized

and went through trauma healing sessions that helped a great deal in healing her emotions. She
came back home with a new zest to life after the program.

VIGILANTE GROUPS
To further curb security challenges in Plateau state, and as an offshoot of the police community
dialogue WOWWI has supported vigilante groups in two communities (Angwan Rukuba and
Katon Rikkos) by purchasing brand new uniforms and other kits for group members in order
to enhance their capacity in community policing. They were very appreciative.

POLICE COMMUNITY DIALOGUE
To build confidence between the police and grassroots communities and to strengthen
community policing, WOWWI in partnership with United States Institute of Peace USIP
facilitated numeerous peace dialogues between the police and flashpoint communities in
Plateau state. These include Jos North (twice); Barkin Ladi; Riyom and Wase local government
areas.
It was the first ever community police dialogue held in Plateau State facilitated by women..
Prior to this initiative, there had never been a plat form where people could relate on common
terms/ground with the police until the advent of the police community dialogue organized by
Women without walls initiative. It was a very constructive and engaging initiative where all
the relevant stakeholders were brought to the table of dialogue and Community Policing was
initiated as Police and Youths, Police and women, Police and men came to a better
understanding of each others’ roles.

TREE PLANTING MEMORIAL FOR THE VICTIMS OF THE DOGONNAHAWA
MASSACRE
7th March 2016 marked 6 years since the Massacre at Dogo Na Hawa Village, Jos, North
Central Nigeria. As a part of WOWWI history, Wowwi planned and conducted a sixth year
tree planting memorial by the graveside of the over 530 women and children massacred in 2010

in commemoration of the dead. In attendance was the Governor of Plateau State represented
by the permanent secretary to the State Government. Television stations like AIT, and radio
stations like Silverbird’s Rhythm 93.7FM Jos, the village head, the Executive Director of
WOWWI (Pst (Mrs.) Esther Ibanga ), distinguished WOWWI members and staff and, friends
of WOWWI were also present.

Violence Against Children: Addressing the Challenges (Children’s Day Funfair)
WOWWI in financial collaboration with Korrets Hamlet, Jos hosted the 2016 Children’s day
funfair at the Korrets Hamlet Fun City, on the 27th May, 2016. The event hosted children from
various IDP (Internally Displaced Persons) camps and orphanages and several other schools as
listed below;
•

House of Recab orphanage

•

SOS Children Village orphanage

•

RCCG IDP Camp

•

Kingdom Kids club

•

Clapai orphanage

•

Canaan High School

•

Kings Secondary School

•

Mighty Little Feet Brook Academy

•

Educare School

•

Nenman International School and several other schools.

The event was planned to host 500 children but in the end hosted about 1000 children.
The list events included; Art Competition; Debate; Essay Writing; Dance Competition ;
Fashion Parade ; Quizzes ; Entries for Fine Art ; Refreshments ; Cutting of children’s day cake
; Presentation of gifts and vote of thanks from Korrets/ and WOWWI representatives.
EDUCATION

1. SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Wowwi, in financial partnership with Inclusive friends gave out scholarship to ten physically
challenged children who were out of school for lack of money to continue their special
education. This will be to the end of their education. They include:
s/no

Name School

Class Age

Photo

1

Japhet Bulus Plateau school for the deaf Bassa

Primary 3

2

Patience Ezra Plateau school for the deaf Bassa

JSS 1 17

3

Martina Solomon

4

Favour Ishaya Plateau school for the deaf Bassa

5

Peninah Musa School for the blind children Gindiri Class 1 20

6

Danjuma Nenrot

School for the blind children Gindiri Class 4 17

7

David timothy

School for the blind children Class 3 25

8

Emes Noel Akaso

Otana special school Reading Readiness

9

Aisha Musa

Otana special school Primary 4

10

Suknih Paul

Otana special school Beginners Class

Plateau school for the deaf Bassa

12

JSS3 18

Primary 2

10

16

14
9

2. SCHOLARSHIP FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
Nasiba Ishaq Mohammed.
Recently, another scholarship was given to a young girl, Nasiba Ishaq Mohammed, to continue
her higher education in nursing.. Nasiba is the first of 11 children from a poor Muslim family
whose parents could not afford to further her education after secondary school. She made a
passionate appeal to WOWWI and the youth leader of her community vouched for her.
WOWWI then decided to give her a scholarship to start and complete university degree.

3. PEACE CARNIVAL AND STORY TELLING

Partnering with Apurimac Nigeria under an EU sponsored project, WOWWI has organized a
peace carnival and a story telling event for school pupils in Barkin Ladi Plateau State. The
Peace Carnival was a huge success as it brought a joyous atmosphere apart from the war
environment children were used to. Also the story tellers tried to paint a different picture in the
minds of the pupils of old Plateau other than the sounds and sights of war they now see.

4. ADULT EDUCATION
In the course of her 6year advocacy work especially among youths prone to violence; WOWWI
found out that most young people wanted to go back to school but were ashamed to because
they are older than normal school age so wowwi has formed a special adult education school
program to help them complete their education. Other young women who were married off at
an early age now want to return to school are also part of this program.

INTER FAITH CONFERENCE
Interfaith dialogues and meetings are also essential to peace building and conflict resolution.
Wowwi therefore is actively involved in interfaith dialogues.
An Interfaith conference was organized to discuss ‘The Sustainability of Peace among major
stakeholders in the state’.Speakers included the PFN President, Reverend Stephen Dangana
and the Chief imam of the Jos Central Mosque, Sheik….. spoke at the event. Other religious
,Civil Society, Government as well as Youth organizations were ably represented.

CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS/TRAININGS ATTENDED BY W.O.W.W.I

S/N CONFERENCE/WORKSHOP/TRAINING DATE

COUNTRY

1.

Halifax International Security Forum (In

Nov 2017

View)
2.

Prevention of Violent Extremism & Peace

Nova Scotia,
Canada.

Aug 2017

Abuja, Nigeria.

May/June 2017

New York, United

Building Through Youth Empowerment in
Nigeria (UNESCO)
3.

African Women Leaders Forum (African
Union & UN Women)

4.
5.

Project Common Bond (Tuesday’s

States of America.
July 2017

Maine, United

Children)

States of America.

Media and Communications Training for

Nairobi, Kenya.

Victims of Terrorism
6.

27th Pre-Summit Consultative Meeting on

Jan 2016

Gender Mainstreaming in the African

Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.

Union (GIMAC)
7.

United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre

July 2016

Nairobi, Kenya.

(UNCCT)
8.

32nd Niwano Peace Prize

2015

Japan.

9.

Niwano Peace Prize Congratulations

June 2015

Abuja, Nigeria.

Aug 2015

New York, United

Banquet Honoring Pst Esther Ibanga,
Winner of the 32nd Niwano Peace Prize
10.

The Role of Women in Counter-Terrorism
& Violent Extremism (United Nations)

11.

Madrid+10 Preventing & Countering

States of America.
Oct 2015

Madrid, Spain.

March 2015

Washington D.C,

Violent Extremism (World Leaders
Alliance)
12.

The Role of Women in Preventing
Extremist Violence (USIP)

United States of
America.

13.

Countering Violent Extremism Training

Jan 2014

Dakar, Senegal.

May 2014

Istanbul, Turkey.

Programme (E.U)
14.

Supporting Civil Society Initiatives to
Empower Women’s Roles in Countering
Violent Extremism & Radicalization that

Lead to Terrorism Workshop
(OSCE/GCTF)
15.

Women without Boarders/ SAVE “Mothers December 2013

Vienna, Austria.

School Global Team Training”
Engaging the Other: Breaking
Intergenerational Cycles of Repetition.
Organized by Uni
16.

International Forum on the Role of

May 2010

Kigali, Rwanda.

Leadership in Promoting, Accelerating, and
Sustaining Gender Equality & Women’s
Empowerment

SUCCESS STORIES
JOB REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME
Mrs Laureen Douglas:
Laureen Douglas used to be a vendor of the corrosive and extremely harmful alcohol named
(Goskolo& Burukutu), she also used to consume the substance which she sold thereby making
her constantly intoxicated. She and her husband used to fight all time because of her lifestyle
and she was unable to pay attention to the proper upbringing of her children. L.
Douglas's alcohol spot was a rallying point for vulnerable youths who indulged in the
substances she sold. These substances informed their behavioural pattern and was a major
catalyst for violent conflict in the area. She narrated in an interview with her;
I” thank WOWWI for the initiative and pray that may God open more doors of prosperity. I
cannot quantify how much the New Life Women Job Replacement Programme has changed
my life. I can confidently say that I am a better mother, a better wife and a better business
woman. I no longer sell or consume the harmful substances I used to after the training with
WOWWI because I was informed of how dangerous the substance was to me , my family, and
also to my community. I started with 50 birds and today I have up to 450 birds. The poultry

has been supportive, it has helped me to pay my children’s school fees and also support
my other business and has also helped in taking care of some immediate needs for my family.”
Laureen Douglas
Jos, Nigeria.

POLICE- COMMUNITY YOUTHS DIALOGUE
The relationship between the police and community youths in North Central Nigeria which has
been a conflict zone, is fragile. These two groups (Police and Youth) can barely tolerate each
other and as a result, there have been incessant clashes between the Police and the Youths of
communities especially in Angwan Rukuba, a very large community in Jos. In one of the
clashes, the youths destroyed the only Police Post due to a simple misunderstanding and as a
result of this, there was an increase in crime rate, the community became a major spot for sales
of illicit drugs and alcohol, women were constantly raped and youths in the community became
very lawless. The area was referred to as “filin Satan, that is “The Devil’s Field” where all
kinds of vices were accommodated. The Police Youth Dialogue organized by WOWWI healed
this fracas.
The 2016/2017 Police Youth Dialogue started in December 2016 with advocacies to 2 volatile
communities in Plateau state, Anguwar Rukubaand Anguwar Rogo communites. Wowwi also
visited the Police Divisions that are in charge of these communities namely, Nassarawa
Gwong Police Division in charge of the Anguwar Rukuba community and the Police ‘A’
Division in charge of the Anguwar Rogo community.
After the advocacies, the first Dialogue session was held at Carter Conlon centre between
the Anguwar Rukuba community and Wowwi and also between the Nassarawa Gwong Police
Division and Wowwi. In the same vein, there was a dialogue session between Wowwi and
the Anguwar Rogo Community , as well as another dialogue between Wowwi and the Police
‘A’ Division.
A total of sixteen dialogues activities were carried out between November 2016 and June 2017.
One of the participants who is a police officer has this to say of the entire dialogue, “carrying
out police duties such as arrest or investigation became very difficult as a result of the hostile
relationship between the police and the youth. This is because the youths were always

intoxicated with alcohol and illicit drugs and acted violently. To an extent that the youths
gathering spot was termed Filin Satan (The Devil’s Field) where all kinds of vices were
accommodated

and

carried

out.

After

several months (more than

6months

of

dialogues) the police and youths began to collaborate to rid the place of gang members through
information, witness report e.t.c Today, we now have a better relationship between the Police
and the Youth than what it used to be, and presently the area that was once
termed filin satan has now been named “New Jerusalem”. Through another program of USIP,
JSD of which WOWWI actively participated, community members got together and decided
to rebuild the police station.”
Name Withheld
JOS Nigeria

TESTIMONIES FROM MOTHER SCHOOL MODEL (REDO MOTHER,S SCHOOL
SUCCESS STORIES)
TESTIMONIES OF MOTHERS SCHOOL PARTICIPANTS
Naomi Yaro:
My son was into drug abuse and there was a raid in the community by the police. He was
arrested together with other youths. We were asked to bring the particulars of our house before
he is released on bail. After second thought we decided not to give the particulars, and when
he was finally released he came back home sober and we asked him if we had given the house
particulars, which house would he have come back to? He became very sober and never went
back into substance abuse. I want to thank Women Without Walls for teaching me how to have
a voice with my children through the Mothers School. If not for WOWWI I wouldn’t have had
the confidence to talk to my son because I was afraid of him but WOWWI taught me not to be
afraid of my son and to use my power as a mother. I am grateful that wowwi remembered
grassroots women like us.

Maijidda Garba:
I was a participant of the Mothers School project organised by Women Without Walls Initiative
in 2015. I became a trainer in the same project in 2016 and learned a lot. Then in 2017 I formed

my own mothers school group to train women in my community with 20 women which later
grew to 60 women. The project was so successful that I was awarded by UN Women for my
participation in peacebuilding in my community. I became a member of the decision making
traditional council for my community that had been reserved only for men before, making me
the first woman with that kind of title. Without Women Without Walls Initiative, I would have
not had the knowledge and requisite skills to embark on such a project and make it as
successful .I will forever thank wowwi for changing my life.
Hajiya Ladi Sani:
As a trainer in the mothers school project brought by Wowwi, I accompanied one of the
mothers to talk with her son who was radicalised. After a long conversation he became sober
and said he didn’t know that his case was so bad that his mother had to call another woman to
talk with him. Mother’s school has really helped me and a lot of women in my community. I
truly appreciate the training, education and support that WOWWI has provided especially
through empowerment and training of women in my community.
FATIMA USMAN:
WOWWI has introduced various programs targeted at women and youth in my community as
a whole. One of such programs is the mother’s school training. As a result of the mothers’
school training I have learned how to relate with my children, I now respect my children and
their opinions. I have also started engaging my children and other youths in my community on
the effect of drugs and substance abuse, I have also shared the modules with other women who
were not opportuned to attend the training. I thank WOWWI for this project and for also
trusting in us women.
ESTHER SALE:
I did not know what to expect when I joined the mother’s school brought by Wowwi. I joined
to gain some form of education but I did not know what it was. I really enjoyed the topic on
radicalization as it has helped me as I can easily identify some signs of radicalization in the
youths in my community. The various programs that WOWWI has introduced, especially the
mothers school, has had a tremendous impact on various communities that are prone to ethnic
violence and religious extremism. Thank you WOWWI for bringing such an initiative to our
community.

NIWANO PEACE PRIZE is an award given to honor and encourage those who have
devoted themselves to inter-religious cooperation in the cause of peace and to make their
achievements known. The award is given annually and consists of a certificate, Gold medal
and an amount of 20 million yen (USD$180,000). Pastor Mrs. Esther Ibanga in her capacity
as a religious leader, Women Empowerment leader and the founder of Women without walls
Initiative is the proud recipient of the 32nd Niwano peace prize 2015. She is recorded to be the
first African woman to receive the prestigious award in Japan, East Asia.
The award was given to her for her courageous efforts to promote women`s empowerment
and peaceful co-existence. In selecting Mrs. Ibanga as a recipient for 2015, the peace prize
committee said her work “focuses on promoting and harnessing the potential of women as
peacemakers”. The committee went further to say “she has not only touched the lives of
thousands but has founded and leads an organization that will impact thousands more”.

